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Reverend and beloved Brertoen, 


E f nentlie convened beer, by advice and 
ff YH IIS of he honograble Eflats of &75 pe 4nd 
pl FN betng alſo by themexctied t0 make 4h accuratſcarch 
Ak mY DP of the fins of the land, provexing the Lord to juſt 
[YL % VEN, | indignation againſt us, we did exhibire wo them 
"4 new and neceſſarie warning, bri:fly containing 
the cauſes of 0 our judgement , and the concei ived remedies — 
Which for ( ſome wr is thought fit not to be printed at t 
time; onlle 'we figntft thif unto you ; that*iw the end thereof 
we exhorted the ſtwverall Eſtates among themſelves to make 4 
ſtrait in wifition-of the fins moſt incident to themſelves, that they 
might provoke one another to repentance, and zeal tward Ged , 
and bu Cauſe ; and ſo make better uſe of "thi , then of our former 
A warningsy 
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waakes » who accordingly did ſct. apart a thme for that effi , 
and went about it { and we who did.exhort others, thought it tn- 
eumbent ta our ſclors, ſeriouſhe to ſearch and bumblie and ſadlte 
to acknowledge the faults of our perſons and callings, ſuch as 
were. gown to be too rife among us of the Mmittertes, which 
| [8 was in a ſolemne way perfornmod 1by ws in one of our meettnzs, 
| : one by onex mw the-LO KR D. touched every mans heart, and opened 
| 

| 


his mouth i .out of which ſpeaches the incloſed catalogue of fins, 
and remedies —_ was extrafted., and the ſame we thought 
good to tranſmit = , Wat P'Y making uſe thereof and re. 
 flefting your en.” ta on Our [&ves may Precbeteriallic fol- 
law the_ſame courſe, and give order that the [amine be done in 


your ſevtralt Seſuins23; Defring withall » _ ih.each .Congregas 


| top, urtliatlo there. m Tn confeſſion _ bes 
| ” wail £0 DIY A Lf ena lay Varlin \ts dds 
| - forme"the" fbdney * That jo Sroslaridrmay-lament! afier the Lord; 

| that bt Sar hh. lap ear fron ws, $0. hoping \ you will 
/ net be d:ficient heretn in ſo neceſſarie a time , Wee commut F you 


- aud your labours to the bl: Jing ins of YyoT, and reftr, 


"ORR thr 1 "A Brethie? the 
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4.6.4 5» | Genctall Aﬀemblie. 

$.0.4 5, , | 
OR WEoncch t,t M Ws hai "Bonny, 


MODERATOR. 


OR OURS D Eos — a>. 


Thisout letter .together with the irickoſed Cn. 


we F*ure to. be ks, er in your Prezby< | 
. .» -\63ie-Bookes, for our exndiatioit. « | 
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' Enormities and corruptions obſerved tobe 
the Miniſterie, with the remedies thereof, 
recommended to the ſeverall Presbyreries , by the: ; 


Commiſſioners of the Generall | Afſembile, met at * 
, Perth, in the beginning of Auguſt, '' 3 6:4 5. ' '/ 


== HE firſt and main fin, reaching both to our 

Az perionall carriage and callings, we judge to 

: be, Not ſtyzdying how tokeep Communivn 
» and Fellowſhip with God in Chtiſt,but wal- 
king in a naturall way , without imploymg 
a) of Chriſt, or drawing yertue from him, to 
i inable us-unto ſanQification, and preaching 
in ſpirit and power. 


In our Lives, 
I, Uch fruitles converſing in companieyand*complying 
with the-{ins of all ſorts, not behaving qurfelyes/as 
becomes the men of God. —— | 
2. Great worldlincffe is to be found amongſt us, mynding 
and ſpeaking moſt about things of this life, being buſied abour 
.many.things, but forgetting the main, "© 
3 Slighting of Gods ſages theit families,/and therefore 
no cordiall urging of it upon others: yea, altogether a wanting, 
of itinſome,it, ic becredible. 
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5 i ig of gravitie in, carriage and apparell, diffolurreſſe j in 
hai and hiking abour the knec's, kgtitneſſe; 40 theapparrelt'df 


| their wives.and children, 
5. Tipling and bearing companie in untymous drinking i in 


© Taverhes gulcs, orany Where 6lic, whereb the Mipis 
' ' ſteric 1s $ee9fl viſe Sh {ram where g n: Mey 
'  \& Diſtcurirerancing of, the godlyts ſperking 11 of them, bes 
I caſe of fome- that areunanlwe;able to, their profeſſion. 

| | \The Sabb orh\gor ſanRiified afcer, ROLE, which maketh 


| RN thinkrbat doth 1$cnded. ththe'S exmons, 
$, Thereare alſo to be forind amongſt us, Who uſe ſmall and 


| . .miachedj oaths, ._ . 
| Os, Some. > greit | "Rian ord to, ae thr exceptimtheir 
| - publi& Myr 5 hongh they Wo many! ngs;yA-they are 
Jutle conyg1 Script re,an Ciptncdh harp thegcot: A 
Sens 1a4hou big to py the. ie FP Go, MN <1. 
W 's /.: 
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[21:5 4! 
« (Oven entrie into the Miniſterie in Himereym&omc) 
, followingsthe courſe, h gfe tcTtion, though forſaken, yet 
never ſeriouſly repented: as allo preſent entring intothe Miniſte- 


Ode ta away of. living i the world, and not 5198 ſpjrituall 
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I 
; _ Hiptig' in, and Kolaing in of inſufficient ind ſafpected 
[ca the things, of this life, and keepirg'the door 
., ſtrairer,on chem wh n.God hath ſealed, rhen aoeheſs who 
| have leſſe evidence of the power of. "brace arid holihefle, © 
3 Partiality in ale arid-ſpeaking for the fcandalois, 
whether Miniſters or other pt rſons, teaching them how to ſhift 
" anddclay cenfures. 


.& Sifcnce in. the publit —_ net labouring to'cute the 
te s & diſ.ftcion. 
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diſſaffetion of people, nor urging them toconſtancie and pati- 
ence, in bearing of publit burdens, nor to forwardneſle inthe 
publict Cauſe ; whereby Malignants are mu!tiplied : yea, ſome 
are fo'groffe herein, that even in publict Faſts lietle or nothing 

, -s to be heard from them, founding this way. 
5. Some account it a point of wiſdome to ſpeak ambigu- 
| ouſly : ſome incline to juſtifie the wicked cauſe, uttering words 
which ſavour of diſſaffcRion 3 and all-their complaining of rhe 


tymes is in ſuch a way, as may ſteal the hearts of people from 

yKing of. good Inſtruments in this work, and conſequently 
. from Gods Cauſe ; yea, ſome reading publit Orders, are xeally 

to. ſpeak againſt them in their privat conference, | 

- 6... Idlencile either in ſeldome preaching, as once on the 

Lords day. or in preparation for publi& queries, not being 
; gjvea.to, reading and meditation : others have bur fi:sof paines , 
not like other-,Trad{men' continually at their work, *© 


»- 


k . 7. Wan: of zeal, and love'tothe converſion of touls, not be. 

_ Ing weighted wichthe want of ſucceſſe, in reclaiming of finnexs, 

. nor, ſcarching jn,chemſclyes the caule of not profiting, preaths 
” ing-ex offig/0, not ex conſetemia officii, | ; / 

'. -$. Self-ſecking in preaching, and a venting rather of thcir 

| * wit and skill, then a ſhowing foorth of the wifdome and power 
ICH INTEL | abs, 

| ” 9 Lifeleſaeſſe in preaching, not ſtudying to be furniſhed by 

Chriſt. with power and ſo the ordinance of God reacherh nor 

to the conſcience; and heereto belongeth the not applying: of 
- the doftrine unto the auditoric and tymes, + bo 

40; The indiſcreet curing of the indiſcretion'of pious peo» 

' ple and Minifters,whereby godlineſſe hartrgotten a deep wound, 

. and: profanitie hath lifred up the head, contrare tothar wiſe and 

" gracious order. ſer foorth in the Generall' Aſſembly holden at 

_ Edinburgh, 1641. 
Mie. Little care to furniſh our: Armic, cither nine 
ome 


W 119+ 


a + SH 
home with Miniſters, one of our grievous fins, and cauſes of 
our calamity. 

12. Laſts'it is to be feared that Miniſters in ſecreer are ne- 
eligent to wreſtle in praycr, for a bleſſing to be poured out 
upon their labours, contenting themſelves with their publict 
performances, 


Remedies, 


4- Elcft, That Presbyteries make great conſcience to have all 

4 vacant places within thcir icvcrall bounds filled wich gods 
ly and able m:n, where-cver they be tobe found: and that un» 
der pretence cf being a helper, or ſecond to another, none be 
taken in, but ſuch as are able for the ſame charge. 

'2. Whereas it is known, that private tryall ip Presbyteries 
are for the moſt part perfunorious, the Brethren are heereby 
-.exhorted to be more ſerious, and faithfull heerein, as they will 
| be anſwerable to Chriſt, the chief Sheepherd: and ina way pres 
vious thereto, that Brethren be free, in loving admonirion one 
of anocher lecreetly., from tyme to tymes and rhat whoſoever 
keeps not the Presbyterie or Synod, atter graveadmonitions, 

may come under further cenſures. 
3. That accuracie be uſed at viſitation of Kirks, and that the 
. Elders-one by one. (thereſt being removed) be. catted ins.ro 
- d:-pone about the Miniſter, and one of them abcut anocher, 

4. That courſe be taken to divide Congregations in parts, 
and by-the.help not only of Elders in their fe verall parts, bur 
of ncighbours alſo, the evils,-and negle&s of perſons and, fa- 
.,-Milics, may. be fqund out and remecdicd. * , I 

5. Thatcvery Miniſter bz humble tor his former failings , 
and make his peace with God) that the more effeRuallic he may 
preach repentance, and may ſtand inthe gape, to turne _ t ” 

Ty... _ 


1195 


(*) 
Lords wrath : runningbetweenthe- Porch and the Altar, figh- 
ing and crying for all the abominations of the land. 

6. Speciall care would be had, that all Miniſters have their 
converfarionin heaven, mainlic minding thethings of God, and 
exctcifing tannytor drawing life out of Jeſus Ch:iit,the fountain 
of lite, arning themſclves thereby wth power agaialt the con» 
tagion and wickednefle of the world. 

' 7. Care would be had of godly conference in Presbyteries, 
eveoin time of their'retreſhment, and the Moderator isto look 
t0it, that good: marter be furniſhed thereto. | 

8: 'Irisalſo very necefſar for every Miniſter that: would be 
fruitfuMinrhe wotk ofthe Locd:; ro bring home the word of 
the Lord-to his own heart and conſcience, by Prayer and Mcdip 
tation; bortvbeforeand aftcothie publitiordinance. |, 

* .9.: Uſe would bemade of the roll of the Pariſh , not onclie 


flax of we begirnr v8 in the Wayes of Go; and bught ou- 
1e ro Opp© | 


diligence and faithfulnetle, to improve their Miniſtric to the 
outmolt, to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſcaſon; ya, even 
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ſrog4llie to imploy their timeinprivar; in re:ding. of, .#nd mes 
ditating on Scripture, thatthe word of God may dwell plens 
tifullic in them. 
'' 74. That theprovyding the Armies wick Miniſters be pre- 
ferred to any congregation, and theſe. who-are. appointed to 
trend the ſame, and are deficient, be without delay ſcycrelie 
cenſured; according to che Act of the Generall Aſſemblie, and 
that all Miniſters not onely in publict, pray for our Armies, 
Ciallie thcſe that are to encounter with the bloody enewic wichin 
the land, butalſocontinuallie beat them up: before rhe Lord, 
that their lives being reformed , their. heart and hands may be 
ſtrengthned , and their: underaaking at laft bleſſed of. G by D 
with ſuccefle. Us NE G19, 10.1 2143 

15. That biſide'all other ſcandaks | ;Glence © ambiguous 
Tpeaking'io the publit cave, mactvimas 
aff-ed ſpeaches be feaſonablic cenfureU 12rd preyh=r all 
Honeſt hearted Brethren would firmelieunice themſelves in the 
Lord, theyounger honpuring hacker) andthe glder not der 
piling che youbger. 7 1 
* 16. Andfinallie» both for the corruption of the Minifterie 
yo remeed'thereof,, we refer the brethren rethe Act of the 
nerall Aoi at Edenburgh, 159 6-: revived a the ut 
Ab 76 of to: bee bounds int C pine 
Frogorent lege 7 
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